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As part of the Green Deal, the EU Commission has presented a 
proposal for the new EU7 emissions standard for passenger cars and 
vans. With the aim of further improving air quality, the pollutant limit 
values are to be updated and complied with for new vehicles under 
all driving conditions and over their entire lifetime. Mercedes-Benz 

considers it critical to success that these adjustments are user-
oriented, resource-conserving and staggered, taking into account the 

transformation process towards electromobility. 
 
The latest EU6d emission standard, introduced in 2016, is based on the RDE (Real Driving 
Emission) test procedure and already leads to very low emissions on the roads. Due to the fleet 
renewal with EU6d certified vehicles and the increasing availability of electric vehicles, the air 
quality in cities will improve steadily in the coming years. Mercedes-Benz supports regulatory 
measures that demonstrably contribute to improving air quality. However, these measures 
should be affordable for the automotive industry in terms of time and economy. This includes 
an appropriate lead-time for the development, industrialisation and implementation of the 
technological solutions. 
 

• Right balance between effort and benefit 
From the Group's point of view, investments in emission-free mobility with electric 
vehicles are more sustainable than high investments to further improve already very 
good EU6d vehicles. The EU Commission's proposal to maintain the EU6 limit values in 
EU7 is therefore a step in the right direction. However, the alignment of the limit 
values for gasoline and diesel engines already contains significant tightening for 
specific pollutants. In addition, the proposed extension of the test boundary 
conditions leads to a further considerable tension. For heavy vehicles, such as large 
vans, Mercedes-Benz believes that the proposal for specific limit values must be 
adapted in order to ensure technical feasibility. This also applies to heavy special 
vehicles with high social relevance, such as ambulances. 

 

• Phased introduction of the EU7 emission standard 
The decisive factor is how the EU7 regulation is embedded in the transformation 
already underway. An early introduction, as proposed by the EU Commission with a 
changeover date for all vehicles in July 2025, leads to high investments for an 
increasingly smaller number of vehicles with combustion engines. Due to the ramp-up 
of electromobility, late EU7 requirements will not provide any significant levers for 
further improving air quality in cities. Therefore, an extension of the introduction dates 
is also desirable for practical reasons such as the complex certification of the entire 
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vehicle portfolio to EU7. This could follow the example of the "new types/all types" 
logic of EU legislation or a "phase-in" as in US exhaust emissions legislation. We also 
believe that regulatory equalisation of passenger cars and light commercial vehicles 
(vans) makes sense. 

 

• Timely concretization of the proposal of the EU Commission on the RDE test procedure 
Mercedes-Benz is constructively committed to a meaningful further development of 
today's already very customer-representative test procedures on the road and 
considers it sensible to further develop the EU7 legislation on the basis of today's RDE 
test procedure. The EU Commission's proposal must define in detail the test 
conditions possible in the future as soon as possible and, in particular, include a clear 
distinction from so-called "misuse" tests, in which deliberately unrealistic extreme 
manoeuvres are combined. This is the only way to create legal certainty for all parties 
involved. 

 
• First introduction of the particulate limit value for wheel brake abrasion 

The EU7 legislation introduces a particulate limit value for wheel brake abrasion for 
the first time. At UNECE level (United Nations Economic Commission for Europe) a new 
brake test bench test has been specially developed for this purpose. Here, too, a 
staggered introduction would make sense in order to keep the effort for adaptation 
and certification of the entire vehicle range manageable. Since this is a first-time 
introduction of limit values, the determination of the base value is crucial for the 
derivation of a technically meaningful reduction target. Here, the legislator should 
place the database on a broader basis than in the previous proposal of the EU 
Commission. 


